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Weesageechak dances  

(for the 24th time) 
An all Aboriginal cast of Shakespeare’s King Lear, directed by 
Peter Hinton, will be at the National Arts Centre in May.  Look 
for: Keith Barker, Lorne Cardinal, Tantoo Cardinal, Ryan 
Cunningham, Meegwun Fairbrother, Billy Merasty, Jeremy 
Proulx, Craig Lauzon,  Jani Lauzon, Kevin Loring, August 
Schellenberg, Monica Mojica and Gordon Patrick White. 
 
Congratulations to our General Manager 
Donna-Michelle St. Bernard, whose play Gas Girls was 
nominated for the 2011 Governor General’s Literary Award; 
and to our colleague Erin Shields whose play If We Were Birds 
took the prize! 
 
This March, Saskatchewan Native Theatre Company is 
presenting the 2009 Governor General Award winning play 
Where the Blood Mixes by Kevin Loring. Directed by Philip 
Adams; featuring Kent Allen, Robert Benz, Carol Greyeyes, 
Falen Johnson, Curtis Peeteetuce and music by Lindsay 
"Eekwol" Knight. 
 
Former NEPA Artistic Director Yvette Nolan was appointed 
Writer in Residence at the Saskatoon Public Library. 
 
Richael Laking’s artwork was a part of ANDPVA’s silent 
auction in  February at the Gladstone Hotel. 
 
Look for Michaela Washburn performing the Vagina 
Monologues (in Aruba!) 
 
In March, Tara Beagan and Jennifer Podemski were 
recognized as a trailblazers, visionaries and innovators by 
Seventh Stage Theatre’s 7 Fierce Femmes (an event in honour 
of International Women’s Day).  Way to go, ladies! 
 
Our new co-Artistic Associate, Herbie Barnes, performed at 
The Soaps - A Live Improvised Soap Opera, presented by 
National Theatre of the World. 
  
Our Rae Powell is the Production Manager/Designer for 
Tarragon Theatre’s production of The Innocents by Daniel 
Karasik - the play runs April 26, 2012– May 13, 2012. 
 
Full Circle First Nations Performance, in Vancouver B.C.,  
present the 11th Annual Talking Stick Festival from February 
20-March 4, 2012. This vibrant citywide festival provides a 
stage for extraordinary Aboriginal artists; established and 
emerging, national and international, performing live music, 
dance, theatre, multi-media, storytelling and performance art.  
 
Welcome to our new staff: Cole J. Alvis, Herbie Barnes, Aqua 
Rennie and Christine Rambukkana. Stay tuned to our website 
for more on our remarkable team! 

This season’s festival was incredibly eclectic, featuring 

the latest from some of our best.  Here’s the very 

abridged version, for those of you who missed it (and 

a sweet reminisce for those who were there).  Director 

dramaturge David Geary as a surly skunk spraying his 

bingo hall confederates in Cliff Cardinal’s Huff.  Cheri 

Maracle peeping through her curtains at a scandalous 

neighbor in Angela Loft’s Hoofs.  Craig Lauzon 

applying mind power in Keith Barker’s From Nothing.  

Ben Cardinal laying down a soundtrack under Darrell 

Dennis’ Where Have All The Warriors Gone?  Reneltta 

Arluk proving that badass 

things come in small 

packages in Kenneth T. 

Williams’ Deserters.   Our new 

Animikiig and Thundering 

Voices Program took flight on 

words, wings and moccasins 

(okay, they were mukluks.  

Still).  David DeLeary and 

Clifford Cardinal strumming 

bass and guitar at the closing 

night jam.  Wheee, we had a 

good time.  See you at the 

next one, eh? 

 

The gorgeous flatlands of the southern 
Saskie prairies had us catching our breaths 
as we caught a glimpse of the little box 
shaped cutouts of farmland, and the strong 
lines of the Saskatchewan River winding its 
own path, looking out our wee plane  
windows. 
 
It was an honour to share that story in 
Saskatoon; and how incredible to feel such 
elation and such sorrow in doing so, echoing 
Moses’ metaphorical use of both sides of the 
moon, both emotions, both stage and  
audience, exist in equal parts—you can’t 
have one without the other. 
 
Saturday our crew made a day trip north of 
Saskatoon, driving along the South  
Saskatchewan River, passing directly 
through Métis Rebellion and Batoche  
territory, out to One Arrow reserve, the 
 resting place of Almighty Voice, Little  
Saulteaux and Dubling; his even younger 
companions who also fought the military and 
RCMP alongside him. It was a stunningly 
beautiful little graveyard; private, serene and 
full of respect and love.  
 

-PJ Prudat 

Community Liason Richael Laking left us in 
February with this farewell message: 
 
I have loved every minute of my time with Native 
Earth. I believe the arts community needs this 
organization and the stories that are told through 
Native Earth. I have learned so much about theatre 
and the performing arts but I’ve learned even more 
about myself and my personal mission in life. I was 
born with the ability to communicate through image 
and will continue to express myself through the 
visual arts until my last breath. This time in my life is 
bittersweet as I hate to leave the office of Native 
Earth however can’t contain my excitement for what 
the future holds for me in the Visual Arts world. 
I have taken my first step into my artist’s life by 
submitting a painting titled Table Eugenics to the 
ANDPVA Silent Auction in hopes that it will raise 
awareness for the societal issues presently faced by 
the First Nations of this Turtle Island. I plan to 
continue creating and submitting my work wherever 
appropriate.  
 
See you all soon, 

Richael Laking 

Meegwetch, 

Richael 

Through this program at the Theatre Section of 
the Ontario Arts Council, we have the 
opportunity to better know our creative 
community.  Thirty-five artists applied for 
Theatre Creator’s Reserve funding in support of 
exciting new works.  We are happy to be able to 
recommend funding to eight applicants.  NEPA 
is proud to be a designated recommender to this 
program; we encourage artists to get ready for 
the next round which begins in November.   
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“free as injuns is groundbreaking theatre. This 
play is brave, and devastating, and funny, and 

ready to explode our simplified view of race 
and kinship.  Native Earth Performing Arts is a 

national treasure.” 
 

-Joseph Boyden, Scotiabank Giller Prize 
winning author, on our latest production 
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                      Grandma Rose 
 
I met Rose Logan this summer. We agreed to 
meet at Tango Palace, one of her favourite café 
in Leslieville. There I found a beautiful woman of 
grace, humility, and tenderness. We enjoyed 
some tea as Rose told me of her love for her 
family and culture. She even shared some 
teachings with me. Her face lit up when a 
grandson happened by, on a walk, showing off 
his new toy truck. Rose went on to help us 
welcome our Tulugaq cousins from Greenland at 
a feast, her presence strong and unassuming. 
We enjoyed her words of welcome at opening 
night of imagineNATIVE. She will be missed, and 
her contributions to us will be celebrated in our 
work and lives. 
 
Thanks to Rosary Spence for introducing us to 
Rose, and to Rosary and Marie Gaudet who so 
actively and beautifully share her teachings with 
our community.  Meegwetch, Rose Logan. 
 

Ever Yours, Native Earth 

 
 

Animikiig &  
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March 1-18, 2012 
Buddies in Bad Times Theatre 
 
Tara Beagan’s powerful and poetic look at blood 
ties, entitlement, inheritance and legacy.  Inspired 
by Eugene O’Neill’s Desire Under the Elms and 
the ‘Canadian Experience’. 

Weesageechak was a whirlwind for our Animikiig 
and Thundering Voices participants. They wrote, 
rewrote and rewrote some more. What was 
heard? What was learned? What next? All 
important questions we pondered over the winter 
break. Now that Spring is almost upon us we 
push forward and continue to grow. What’s next? 
What can we learn from each other?  It certainly 
is an exciting time to be a writer and to be 
writing.  NEPA wants to extend a big welcome 
and a big thanks to Keith Barker for bringing his 
talent, generosity and a whole bunch of other 
good things to the Animikiig and Thundering 
Program. Keith joins the NEPA team as 
coordinator along with Falen Johnson.  Stay 
tuned as our writers bravely push forward. We’ve 
heard what they’ve been up to and you won’t 

want to miss it. We promise. 

. 
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Written by: Tara Beagan 
Directed by: Ruth Madoc-Jones 
Set and Lightning design by: Andy Moro 
Sound Composition: Jason Burnstick 
Sound Design by: Verne Good 
Props: Alex Vass 
Costume Design by: Erika Iserhoff 
Featuring: James Cade, Lisa Codrington, 
Jerry Franken, Ash Knight, John Ng, Yvette 
Nolan, PJ Prudat 

free as injuns 

Annual General Meeting 
This year’s AGM will be held on March 20th, 2012 
at 7:00pm.  Along with refreshments, we will have 
a performance of our Made to Order Wintalkers.  
Please join us at Michael Baker Studio, 55 Mill St., 
Studio 317 Cannery Building, No. 58.  To RSVP 
call 416-531-1402 or e-mail us at 
ai@nativeearth.ca. 
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